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August 1, 1914
Mr. Thos. E. Stephens,
808 N. La Salle St.,
Chicago, Ill.
Dear Brother Stephens:
I certainly owe you an apology for not answering your good letter of July 21st more promptly. I had been
so determined to answer immediately, that, having my attention drawn to other matters, I somehow got
the impression that I had written. Miss Crowell tells me that I did start a letter, but was interrupted, and it
was overlooked. We are deeply impressed with the spirit in which you are looking at the business
suggested to you by Dr. Torrey. The safe rule for any of the Lord’s children is to endeavor to be in His
will, then they can go forward in confidence and peace. I would not want to say anything to you at this
time to influence your decision, however anxious we may be to have you here, but for your general
information in reference to the importance of this field will tell you just a little of it. Los Angeles, we
believe, if conditions continue normal, will become one of the great cities of the world, and that on this
coast there will be built up a great commercial-industrial empire such as the world has not even dreamed
of; and it is imperative that strong spiritual and moral foundations be laid as quickly as possible, as upon
these foundations will depend very largely the character of this future empire. We have sought to plan
large things for the Lord, and we expect large
[Page 2]
things from Him. The dark war cloud which now hangs over Europe, however, leads us to realize in a
greater degree than before how entirely dependent we are upon Him, for the funds upon which we were
counting to complete our construction work and carry forward the general work of our Bible Institute
were to come from England; and should this war cloud not quickly blow over our plans may be very
seriously interrupted. We have sufficient assets to provide for our undertaking, but the trouble is that we
cannot realize on them under present conditions. We trust, therefore, that we may have your earnest
prayers ascending with ours that the Lord will, in His own way and in His own time, bring the deliverance
of which we are at this time so much in need. We would all greatly appreciate having you and Mrs.
Stephens, and also Miss Behrens, if possible, here helping to solve the great problems which lie before us,
and our earnest prayer is that if it is the Lord’s will you may, as soon as possible, be with us. However,
you will kindly understand that the war cloud may necessitate such a general modification of our plans
and retrenchment in our work as to prevent, for a time at least, the consummation of the desired
arrangement with you. Our Bible Institute was founded in prayer and has been established through
sacrifice, and the Lord has blessed its work even beyond our most sanguine expectations. Praying that the
Lord will guide in your consideration and decision in reference to Mr. Torrey’s overtures, I am, as ever,
Yours very sincerely,
[Unsigned]
[Letter written by Lyman Stewart]

